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DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING — DIRECTOR GENERAL — GAIL McGOWAN 
Statement by Minister for Planning 

MR J.H.D. DAY (Kalamunda — Minister for Planning) [2.02 pm]: I am pleased to inform the house that 
following approval of the Governor in Executive Council, and in accordance with section 45 of the Public Sector 
Management Act 1994, Ms Gail McGowan has been appointed to the position of director general of the 
Department of Planning. Currently in the role of deputy director general of the Department of State 
Development, Ms McGowan was appointed the director general of Planning following a rigorous and highly 
competitive recruitment process conducted by the Public Sector Commission. She will commence her role next 
Monday, 7 April. Ms McGowan has considerable experience in strategic land use planning in Western Australia 
and has demonstrated capabilities in leading some of the state’s most significant land assembly and development 
projects during a period of unprecedented growth. She brings to the role the ability to think strategically while 
understanding the need to maintain flexibility to maximise opportunities for the benefit of the state. 
Ms McGowan was the lead negotiator on the Browse native title, land use and regional benefits agreements and 
she brings to the role unique expertise in managing the strategic environmental assessment for the Browse LNG 
precinct. 
In welcoming Ms McGowan, I also thank and acknowledge the contribution of the acting director general, 
Duncan Ord, who stepped into the role in November 2013. During his time in that position, Mr Ord provided 
valuable advice and showed great leadership and professionalism in managing diverse projects in the planning 
portfolio. Most recently this included the long-anticipated removal of the Swan Valley Nyungah camp dwellings, 
which was managed seamlessly and with great sensitivity. Mr Ord has offered a sound and calm voice of reason 
on complex planning matters, and I personally thank him for his contribution. The Department of Planning has 
statewide responsibility for the planning of our communities, and there has never been a more important time for 
strong vision and long-term land use planning strategies for the state. I am confident Ms McGowan will show 
great leadership in this area and drive the state’s planning reform agenda to continue to create a more 
streamlined and effective planning system for state and local governments, industry and the community. I 
congratulate Ms McGowan on her appointment, and I look forward to working with her as we continue to reform 
the planning system and plan for the future growth and development of Western Australia. 
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